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Deliverances, received from the Lord. IJ 


Alſo to beware of the Enemies Workings, by careleſs | 
Security, and fleſhly Eaſe, ia this Day of fo large _ 
' Liberty, and Freedom given, or ſuffered to come 
to paſs, upon the account of Meeting, Worſhip- 
ing, and Serving of God, 


By a Servant of Chriſt, John Bancks, 


All Things work together for Good 10 thoſe that truly love God. , 
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EXHORTATION 


FRIENDS. 


Dear Friends. 


Any have been the Mercies, Bleſſings, Priviledges, Fa- 
vours and Deliverances ; that the Lord your God here- 
tofore hath made you, rich Partakers, enjoyers, and 
living Witneſſes of, ( as you have ſtood faithful ) ever 

ſince the time he called and gathered you ; out of the World, by 
a Hand and Arm of mighty Power ſtretched forth. 

And firſt of all, let me put you in minde, it was his Love, Mer- 
cy, and Good-Will towards you, in ſo calling and gathering of 
you: And it hath been through his Fatherly Care over you, that 
you have been preſerved nntil now : For ever prize the ſame, and 
put a Valne thereupon, in all Humility, before him ; even ſuch, 

as becauſe thereof he is worthy. : 

_ And now, Dear Friends, you know the good End of the Lord 
in calling and-gathering sf yon : Fo be 4 People ro himſelf, was not: 
onely, That yon ſhould helieve in his Name, but that you ſhould 
alſo ſuffer, for Truth and Righteouſneſs: And a great Work the 
Lord hath wrought in you, (and alſo often for you ) by and 
through the greatneſs of his Power, and holy Spirit of Life, in 
order to fit, - prepare, and furniſh you, and give you Strength, 
that you might run the Race ſet before yon, without Weariſom- 
fieſs or fainting ; where you-met with many great Conflicts by 
the 'Enemy within, and deep Exerciſes, and hard Fryals —_— 

A 2 0 


Me ny we nn 


04) ; 
yo that that ſaying was fulfilled in you ; Through many Tribulation, 
ſou muſt enter the Kingaom: : And yet, notwithſtanding the Dan- 
ger, on every hand, that cauſed Fear and Trembling ſometimes: 
And notwithſtanding the Rod of the Wicked was laid heavy, anc 
with ſharp 'Stroaks upon your Backs 3 .yet. through all this, thi 
Lord your God, by the ſame Arm of Power 'and mighty Strength. 
with which he gathered, brought you through, and over and be: 
yond all theſe things, he hath wronght your Deliverance, anc 
brought you to your defired Haven. . | 

And was not theſe the Mercies, Bleſlings, Priviledges,--Favours 
and Deliverances, that you received from his Hand, \neyer to by 
forgotten : Many times, when little expected, monty 
nor outwardly ; and in both reſpe&ts,” when your Travel and EX 
erciſe was great 3; when a little Peace was given, and Eaſe fron 
Burthens felt; how ſweet and precious was this unto you ; anc 
how did this tend to humble you before the Lord, and lay yaoi 
low before him, to the renewing of your , Acquaintance, Fellow 
1hip, and Communion, with hum 3 and fo one with and: unto ano 
ther near and dear. | rd 

Always keep theſe things in your Remembrance, Dear Friend. 
that like unto ſo' many good Houſholders, you may be foun 
bringing forth, out of the good Treaſure of your Heart, thing 
doth new and old, and yet all ſweet and favory. | 

Oh the unexpreſſable Love and Kindneſs. of the moſt high, i 
this calling and gathering of you, in quickening and giving'Lit 
pato you, by his eternal Spirit and Power; and in cauſing h 
heavenly pure Light to ſhine out of the Darkneſs, to give you t 
ſce your way : Out of the ſame, in which waiting, Life you mig 
witneſs more and more. . And, ob, his.Love and fatherly. Car 
in fceding, refreſhing ,, 2nd gouriſhing Bf you'; and; cauſing h 
gracious Showers, to fall upon , you his ' Plantation, that the Sec 

of Life and Righteouſneſs might grow in you, in freſhne$s ar 
tenderneſs; that Drops might ſtand upon your Blade, becauſe 
the Moiſture that is in the new Earth; ( where Righteouſn« 
divells) as Drops upon. the Blade, that ſprings from the Se 
that is ſown : They that have Ears to near, let them hear what 1 


Spirit ſaith unto the Congregation. 
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Oh, the Love, Mercy, and Good-WAll of your God, nnto you; 
who have ſtood faithful in your Teſtimony-bearing, for him and his 
pure Truth: In the Day of your Tryal, how hath he born up 
your Heads, over all his and your Enemies, that you might not 
fink in the midſt of Troubles: And how hath he filled your Cups, 
and maintained your Cauſe; and returned an hundred Fold of 
Joy and Peace into your Boſoms, even when the Body was in 
Priſon, and the Goods ſpoyled, and Husband ſeparated from : 
Wife, and Wife from Husband, ſometimes unto Death : Hath 
not the Lord, in and through all theſe things, been as a Husband 
unto the Widdow ; and more: to the Wife, than ſhe could either 
ask or think ; and as a Father unto the Fatherleſs Children; and 
in the time, when as to outward Appearance, you might have 
wept and mourned, becauſe of your deep Exerciſes: Have not 
you even then been made to rejoyce and give Praiſes unto God, 
( whodid not only count you worthy to believe in his Name, 
but to ſuffer for Truth and Righteouſneſs ) and fay with pati- 
ent Job alſo, The Lord gives, and takes away, &c, ( or ſuffers ſo to 
come to paſs. ) Bleſſed and praiſed be hs holy Name, and great 
Power for ever more. 

Oh Friends ! Let theſe things be had in Remembrance by you, 
while you have a Being. TY 

For how hath the Lord, by his great Power, gon before you 
asa King and Captain, to lead you on, who have counted nothing 
near nor dear to part with, that in Faithfulneſs you might free- 
ly and fully follow him, as Caleb and Fofhra did ; and that through 


both the Fire and Water, and notwithſtanding the Winds and 


the Tempeſts too : And how hath he alſo followed you with his 

Mercies, Blefſings, and Favours, when great Spotl and Havock 
bath been made of your Goods, and of what the Earth brought 

forth and afforded nnto yon ; yea, how hath the Lord canſed theſe 

things to grow and increaſe again abundantly, ſo that you have 

had good Cauſe to ſay, You have been bleſſed in the Basket and 

Srore ; and though ſome have had- but little and ſmall, having 

Meat, Drink, and Cloathing, let ſuch, therewith be content, for 

ſo learns the Teachings of the Grace, that is ſuſicient in all States 

and Conditions. 


Dear 
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Dear Friends, let theſe things, come often under your Conſides 
ration, when you lye down and riſe up, go forth and come in ; 
ſo ſhall you feel your Hearts and Spirits, wrought more and more 
into true Tenderneſs and broakenneſs, to conſider, and lay to Hart 
what the Lord hath done in ſo little a time, ſince his heavenly Day 
dawned : ( for may not I fay to ſuch as can read and underſtand ) 
One hath chaſed a Thouſand, and Ten put Ten thouſand to Flight : 
The Work t the Lord's, the Praiſe and Glory thereof belongs unto him, 
#0 whom it 45 due, both now and for ever more, Amen. 


And now, dear Friends, hath the Lord, in his Love, Mercy, 
Kindneſs, and Good-Will to you, after a long time of your cru- 
el Sufferings, great Tribulations, and deep Exerciſes, ſuffered, 
Or cauſed a Day and Time of Eaſe, Freedom, and Liberty, to 
come home unto you, according to the Deſire of your Hearts 
( not to be expected as to outward Appearance ) Which hath freed 
you from your ſuffering Condition, both Body and Goods, in 
divers Reſpetts, and in many Places: Which, although it doth 
not reach to free me from my Bonds, yet, the Lord knows, I am 
truly content with my State and Condition, and no more awea- 
ry than I was the firſt Day I entered the ſame: And my Heart 
is glad, and my Soul. rejoyceth, upon the account of what is al- 
ready extended unto many Friends. 

One Hour of ſuch a Day and Time, once, by many, would 
have been greatly vacued, when Priſons were full, Houſes and 
Shops broken up ( Goods ſpoyled ) and Meetings alſo greatly 
diſquieted, by wicked Jnformers, and others ; ſirely ſuch a Day as 
now is, or as I ſaid, one Hour of it, would have been greatly pri- 
zed,as a Mercy from the Lord,and no doubt, but much delired by ma- 
ny ( and alſo laboured for with much Care and Diligence by others.) 

And, dear Friends, 1s the Day and Time now come, and yet 
continued ( how long, I ſhall leave to the Lord ) of ſo large Li- 
berty and Freedom, as I need not mention 3 and 1s it not prized 
by all as a great Mercy, Bleſling, Favour, and Deliverance, be- 
ing many Priſon Dores are ſet open, and Wife injoys her Huſ- 
band again, and Children their Parents, and our Meetings con- 
tinued unto us in a moſt” peaceable manner : ( Praiſes to God 0n high 
fer ever. ) ] ſay, is not this prized by all, I hope It is by many ; 

an 


CTY 
and my Defire is, it might be by all ; for what a great Pitty were 
it, that ſuch a rich Mercy, Benefit, and Priviledg ſhould by any 
be undervalued, or not conſidered and prized: according to the 
Worth of it, and what is really in it, or what it may produce, if 
made right uſe of. 

But I fear, and have a Godly Jealouſy ( wherefore an Exerciſe 
hath attended me many Days, ſome Weeks, and Months, until 
at laſt 1 was made to write, ) That there is ſome that is ſo incon- 
ſiderate and unmindful of the Mercies of the Lord, that they ras 
ther requite him Evil than Good herein. | 

Oh! let all take heed and beware, That becauſe of the preſent 
Day and Time, of ſo large Liberty, Eaſe, and Peace, that none 
take more Eaſe, Peaſe, and Liberty unto your ſelves, in Meeting, 
or out of Meeting , than becomes you profeſſing Truth : No, 
no more | you ought to take, than if it were a Day of great 
Tryal, and deep Exerciſe ; for ſtill you have an unwearied Eni- 
my to war with, that negle&ts no Opportunity that may make 
for his Purpoſe, by many Temptations within, and evil Coane 
ſellors without. 

And though it be not'now a Time for him and his, to rage an 
ToAr, as though he and they would devour all at once, yet.he will 
be creeping now in his Cuning and Subtilty more miſteriouſly 
and hidenly to darken within, and to vail. within, to hurt and 
hinder your Growth in the Truth within ( by prefenting ſome 
delightful Obje& without ) and there is no way to have himdiſ- 
covered, nor to receive Power againſt him, but by waiting and 
watching with Diligence ( and true Fear ) in the pure Light of. 
the Son.of God, of Righteouſneſs and Glory ; and thereux Pow 


Er is received, whereby the Power off Darkneſs is trod down, 


and kept under ; fo that he will be known to rule and reign, 
whoſe Right it is, who is God: over all Heaven,, and the whole 
Earth, bleſſed for ever more. 

It is the Work of the Power and Prince of the Air and of 
Darkneſs, and that evil Spirit, where it gets Place and Rules, to- 
do what Hurt it can amongſt the tender Plants. of God's. Plan- 
ration, to ſtop and hinder the Work of God; as: that rending 
Spirit of Separation in and by thoſe that entertained it ; hath uſed 
all. its cunning Craftineſs, by creeping in the Dark to hare_ag8 
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ſpoy! within, and fo make Breaches and Separations without, by 
ſuch wicked Inſtruments as is fitted by it : For it's plain and eyi- 
dent, which may greatly tend to confirm all Friczas againſt it, and” 
to. tonvince thoſe that are of it, That thrs Spirit and Power, that 
they pretend to be the Spirit of Truch and Power of God, is not 
the Spirit of Truth, nor the Power of God: For though ſuch be 
Peachers by it, and from it, they never have been inſtrumental 
ſince they were of it (1 believe, and am fully perſwaded, and have 
often conlidered ) to convince any of Sin, or gather any out of 
the World ; only their. Work has been, and ſtill is, to deceive the 
fimple gathered, and to prevail upon the Wile and Rich, which 
is grown to love Eaſe and Pleaſure more than God, his Truth 
and People, and are got into a falſe Liberty, and Looſenefs at- 
tends them, becauſe they love not to bear the Croſs, and live in 
felf-denyal; and becauſe they that are of that Spirit, loves and 
likes Eaſe and Liberty fo much to the Fleſh and carnal Minde. 
This preſent juncture of time might have ſeemed, or ſerved to 
have wrought their Work in, bur that they have already fo far 
manifeſted themſelves what Spirit they are of ( to all whoſe 
Eyes are open) by flying and hiding theinſelves in the time of 
Perſecution, and keeping Frieads out of their Aeetig-Houſes, like 
other Perſecators : So that' now they can do little more Harm, 
though they creep here and there ; for that Snake-Spirit hath ſhot 
its Stinz both Head and Tail, and ſpent the greateſt of its 
Strength, ſo that any Child of God now may tread upon it, with- 
out Hurt or Danger. 

So, dear Friends, how can it otherwiſe be, but all thoſe Things, 
Tightly conſidered, ſhall greatly tend to confirm your Faith againſt 
it, never any more to touch with it ( nor them that are of it) 
and alſo open the Eyes of others, taken as 1n a Snare, and hurt by 
It, to break the Snare and come forth from them that are of 
that Spirit, that ſuch may be reſtored and healed: As many as 
have eſcaped, let them prize God's Love therein for ever. 

I ay, they -never, I bzlieve, ſince they received that Spirit I 
have deſcribed, been Inſtrumental to Convince any of Sin, or 
gather any ont of the World to God ; fo it's plain ſuch are none 


of his ſending, fitting, nor preparing: No, no Miniſters of Chriſt, 


but of him that is oppoſite to Chriſt, ſpeaking from a dark _ 
an 
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” and Spirit gathers into the Darkneſs out from the true Ligkt, 


here People cannot ſee the' true Way. 

For the Work of the true Miniſters of the everlaſting Goſpe!, 
was and is, and was and 1s {till made fo inſtrumental, to gather 
From and out of the Darkneſs into the true Light and Life, and fo 
into the heavenly Power, the heavenly Man ( that was before the 
Power of Darkneſs' was ) Chriſt Jeſus the Power of God, there to 
ſit, live, move, and have a Ecing ; where this earthly, dark, ſepa- 
Tating, envious rending Spirit cannot reach nor come, for it hath 
its Power from below, out of the Pit of DarkneG, where its Ha- 
bitation and Dwelling-Placeis ; Our of which the Lord God of ny 
Life, keep and preferve you all, my dear Friends, in your Habitattons of 
Light, Life, and Power, there for cvermore to live and Dnll, 

I ay, let all take heed and heware of the Deceitinineſs of the 
Enemies Workings "in the Dark, . who from the beginning ſtill 
wrought Man's'Miſery, by getting an Enterunce upon bim þy his 
Lyes, contrary to the KnowlJetg God gives to the Sons and Daugh- 
ters of Men by his Light of Grace ( of his Will and Mind ). who 
undoubtedly will now perſwede to fleſkly Eaſe, careleſs Security, 
worldly Mindedneſs, to ſeek Self and its Intereſt ( if the Watch 
be not carefully kept ) which for want of, hence it is Darkneſs 
enters ſuch, and Deadnefs comes over "them, anda Spirir of Slum- 
ber and Dead-ſleeping takes place, which is both a Thief and a 
Robber ; and fo the Spirit of Truth aot being minted, to' lead 
and guide, the Spirit of the World gets in, and ſo mrcves, and 
draws, and leaGs into the Earth and eartaly Things, and iaftead 
of labouring to He ric}! in Fairn and good Woiks towards God, 
ſuch labour chiefly how to grow Rich 'n -the Word, that they 
may have great SnÞitance to irave to they know not wii. 

And all this !nofe Darkneſs and Infentibleneſs comes to attend 
a Man or a Woman, thyagn Tru may .be profeiied, for want 
or wailing ahd waicning with Diligence: in the Ligat of Jeſs 
Chriſt, the antient an ianding Principle of Truth, and becanie 

the daily Croſs to tne Wi! 2nd Mind that leads out, is not born 
and lived in. 


And ſome, for w-n of a rivh privins and velving the preſnt 
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(16) 
ef the pure "Truth in themſelves, and ſo- walk not orderly. 

So, Dear Friends, every where, as wiſe Men and Women , ol, 
and young, have an Eye about you, in the Fear of God, and i 
love to his Truth, as thoſe that 1s ordered and guided in his Wi 
dom, that all People may ſee you are no more hightened, becauſ 
of Peace and Liberty, no more than caſt down in a Day of Trya] 
Þur that all may fee, beholding your good Converſation , couplec 
with Fear,that you areas thoſe that are bowed before the Lord, un 
der a deep and true Sence of this his preſent Mercy, ( not for 
getting thoſe heretofore received : ) For although the Lord ma' 
be pleaſed to make Man inſtrumental, or work upon his Heart t 
anſwer kim in this or any other thing, it 15 unto him alone, tha 
is the Author and Original of all Good, that you are to look anc 
return the Praiſe, Honour, .and Glory for ever ; though we woulc 


pot with-ho!d that from Man neither that is his due, which is founc 


in dcing well, which is acceptance with God, and worthy of Com 
mendation and Praiſe by all his People, who do heartily pray an 
wiſh, to continue all, or any one of ſuch, that is ſo found unto th 
end of their Days. 

And ſo, Friends, being kept and preſerved” ( as I have ſaid) be 
fore the Lord and all People, you will be kept of the bleſled Apo 
les Perſwaſion ; who ſays, 1 am ferſwaded that neither Life 10 
Death, Principalities nor Powers , things preſent, nor yet that which z 
76 cone, ſhall be able to ſeparate me from the Love of God that is 1; 
Cbrift Jeſs. So let all take heed, although all things here named 
that is paſt, or at leaſt ſome of them you have been tryed with ©: 
in that, that which is preſent do not heighten above what 3 
meet, for if ſo, you ſce what it will ſeparate frone; but keep lov 
in the even Way, the middle Path, where no Extream is, wher: 
you will be kept humble and meek; and its ſuch the Lord Teach 
e:|:, Prizing and valning every Mercy and Favour you receiv: 
Fom him : But who can or doth fo prize any thing to the wort! 
ef it, and to have ſich an Eſteem thereof, as thoſe that have know! 
tre want of the fame. 

For 1ts very rare in theſe to prize Liberty, Freedom and Eafe 
i5 the worth thereof, ſo as to have that Eſteem of it which it de 
fer ves, that never E£fiew what Bonds, Tronble and Suffering were 
Yea 11S as rare kn ſuch, as fora Man and Womag to prize Healt| 
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and Strength, that ſcarce ever knew what Sickneſs, and to be at- 
tended with Weeknels has been ; or for thoſe to prize the worth of 
Bread that never knew the want of it. 

Yea, its even thoſe chiefly, that has born the heavy Burthen 
of ſuffering Impriſonment, and ſpoyling of Goods ; and has beer 
ſo ſtraitly kept to the impairing of their Health, that is ready to 
cry out and ſay, how deeply are we engaged unto the Lord for the in- 
Joyment of this Mercy of ſo large Liberty and Freedom. 

Oh that you may never forget nor be unmindfal of the fame.. 
though I know,the honeſt hearted and well minded; that has their Eye 
to God, and love him, his Trnth and People above all,though never 
called to ſuffer, they are ready often to ſay in their Hearts 3 Though: 
1 have never, or ſeldom have been exerciſed as other of my Friends, yet 
I cannot but be mindful of their ſuffering State and Condition ; and when 
they ſuffer I ſuffer with them, and when freed, eaſed, or at Liberty : Oh ! 
1 am made truly glad, ſo as that IT am-ingaged, with them, to praiſe the 
Lord therefore, m the receiving of ſuch a Mercy, Bleſſing and Favour. 


And the bleſſed Effes produced by all thoſe that prize the Mer- 


ics and Favours they receive from the Lord, is wherein God's 


Love is manifeſted -to them; they priſing and valuing the fame, it” 
engageth.the Lord to give them more abundantly to partake there- 
of,, and conſtrains them to love him again, and if poſſibly, to re- 
quite the Lord with doubling of their Diligence, as thoſe that are 
io far from taking more Liberty unto themſelves, becauſe of the 
Liberty that is given, that they find themſelves the more engaged,. 
to meet often amongſt God's People in-all their Meetings, not only 
as to Worſhip, but Men and. Womens Meetings fet up and or- 
dained by the Power of God, for to do fervice there for him, his: 
Truth and People ; for Eaſe and Liberty, not made right ufe of, 
brings forth littie bur Idleneſs and Unprofitableneſs, and no way 
fit todo Service for God. | 

\ For it's only thofe that keeps out of the extream Hights and 
Depths ( too high and too low ) that has the Profit, and truly 
reaps the Benefit of this Day of Freedom and Liberty : And that 
in truth, it is to them a ſweet and comfortable Mercy and Favour, 
amongſt many received from the Lord, and ſuch is deeply con- 
cern'd to priſe it, that they may be ſenſible of the End where-- 
fore the Lord hath ſuffered it fo to come to paſs, which is as all 
_y 


| ( 12) : 


4n Faithfulneſs waits vpon him in the cloſe Retiredneſs of the 


- Mindes, they may receive that from him, whereby they may gro 


ſtrong in him, through the might of tys Power,.. in Faith and P. 
,tience, in Boldneſs and Conrage to Ft1li: i: that in which ye 
have begun, for its Faithfulneſs unto. the End that crowns all. 
And fo, dear Friends, inthe Naine of thc Lord go-on, and nor 
ft dowa by the Way, and -in FaitkivInefs follow your Captai 
the Lord Jeſus Chriit, that never Icaves nor forſakes thoſe that | 


foilow him, that you may have good Cauſe to fy, as thoſe th; 
hath made right Uſe of tre Day-and Time of God's Love and Met 


cy, in giving Eaſe and Liberty as well _ exerciſed in and ur 
der Suffering ( come what will come, the Will of the Lord be done. ) 
And all who make not uſe of this Days Mercy, .as I have faic 
and for that End and' Purpoſe wherefore the Lord..hath ſuffere 
it to come to paſs, ( which is to engage and eſtabliſh his faithfi 
\Pcople ) theend thereof will riſe up tn Judgment againſt them. 
So, dear Friends, Brethren and Siſters every where, all be awake 
ned unto_RighteouſneL to lerve the Living God, as you ought t 
worſhip and: frve him, which 18 with all your Hearts, Might an 
Strength, and with all you have and Go enjoy that is the Lord?: 
who are redeemed unto him by his Power : The Lord God of 1/ra 
keep and preſerve you faithful, on this wiſe ſerving of the Lorc 


- and oneanother in Love, for the increaſe of Life and Unity # 


mconslt you ; and that while.you have a Day to live, and an Hour c 
reath to-draw.,is the Supplication and Travail of my Soul and Spi 
Tit unto the Lord for and on your Behalf, into whoſe bleſſed an 
fatherly Protection I commit and commend you all, to be kepc an 
preſerved, where Safety and Prefſervation.is for evermore. 
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John Baiicks. 


Let this be read-in tne Fear of the Lord and with . Underſtanding, 
the Aﬀectings and Families of Friends, 
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